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Effects of the Secondary Task on Implicit Sequence Learning

Fu Qiufang , Fu Xiaolan
(State Key Laboratory of Brain and Cognitive Science, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Acadermy of Sciences, Bejing, 100101)

Abstract To explore the role of attentional resource in implicit seduence learning, this study included three different task conditions:
the single-task condition, the single-task-with-noise condition, and the dual-task condition. The results showed that (1) All

participants acquired knowledge about both rules and exemplars of sequences; and (2) participants in the single-task condition could

control the expression of their knowledge, which suggests that they acquired some conscious knowledge: but participants in neither the
dual-task nor the single-task with noise could control their knowledge, which indicated what they learned was unconscious knowledge.

These results showed that attentional resource might influence the explicitness of sequential knowledge but might not affect the

acquisition and expression of unconscious knowledge.

Key words secondary tasks, sequence learning implicit learning




