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DEVELOPM ENT OF COLOR NAMING AMONG YOUNG CHILDREN OF
DIFFERENT NATIONAL ITIES IN CHINA

Lin Zhongxian Zhang Zenghui  Han Buxin
( Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Fu Jinzhi
( Yunnan Institute of Educational Science, Kunming 650092)

Abstract

This paper reportson the level and the difference of the development of ahility to name colors by 3 —6 year-old chil-
drenin China s Han, Mongolian, Uighur , Zhuang, Ba and Hani nationdities. Eght familiar color chips, red, orange,
ydlow , green, blue, purple, black and white, were used as color test sanplesin this sudy. The results wereindicated as
follows: 1) the percentagesof correct color naming of al the sx nationdity childrenincreased with age; 2) the totd mean
percentages of correct naming of colors by the different nationaity children were asfollows: Han, 75.7 %; Mongolian,
74.9 %; Hani , 59.8 %; Zhuang, 57.8 %; Ba , 56.3 %; Uighur, 42.9 %; 3) the eight colors did not present equa de-
gree of difficulty for correct color naming, some were eader than the others, but the degrees of difficulty of correctly
naming the eight colors were very condstent for al the sx nationdity children; 4) the order of colors according to the
percentages of correct color naming soores by totad Chinese young children were asfollows: firsly black , red and white,
then ydlow and green, and then blue, the last were purple and orange.

Key words color naming, children of different nationdities, development.



