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THE INHIBITION MECHANISM OF DIFFERENT SKILL ED
L ANGUAGE COMPREHENDERS IN SH. FPACED
L EXICAL PROCESSING

Yang Lixia Chen Yongming Zhou Zhijin
(Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract

The main purpose of thisinvestigation was to examine the inhibition mechanism of skilled and less skilled
Chinese language comprehenders. Based on Multi-Media Language Comprehenson Tes (MMLCT) , two
groups of first-year univerdty students were selected as subjects. They were clasdfied into two groups, more and
less skilled Chinese comprehenders, according to their scoreson MML CT. Two experi ments were conducted to
examine the inhibition mechanism of the two groups of subjectsin processng Chinese two-character words. In
the experiments, an experimental paradigm of combining sdf-paced Moving Window and selective recognition
task was used. A new method of externaly inserting language distractors under salf-paced reading condition was
a9 used. The inhibition mechanism was examined from two different dimensonsof distractorsin the two ex-
periments. In the first experiment , the meaningful two-character words and meaningless two-character non-
words were used as distractors to examine the effect of the meaningfulness of distractors on inhibition mecha
nism. Thiswasfrom alower level of meaningf ulness dimengon. In the second experiment , the effect of seman-
tic relevance of distractors to target itemson the inhibition mechanism was examined. Semantic relevant and ir-
relevant two-character words were used as the distractors. This was from a higher level of meaningfulness di-
mensgon. The results showed: (1) Inhibition mechanism was afected by the properties of distractors, such as
meani ngf ulness and semantic relevance to target words. The more meaningf ul and sesmantic relevant the distrac-
tors are, the more difficult they will beinhibited. (2) The different skilled comprehenders were a different in
the efficiency to inhibit external distractors. Less skilled comprehenders had less éficient inhibition mechanism.
(3) The bendfit effect of saf-paced paradigm on the inhibition mechanism of lessskilled comprehenders de-
creased with digtractive intendty. It could be concluded that at Chinese lexical processng leve , subjects with
different comprehengon skills exhibited a difference in the effect of inhibiting externa distractive information.
L ess skilled comprehenders showed a weaker inhibition mechanism.

Key words language comprehendgon skill , inhibition mechanism , self-paced , lexical procesd ng.



