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THE INFLUENCE OF MATERIAL SCHEMA-
TA AND COGNITIVE LOADS ON THE
LEARNING TRANSFER OF PRIMARY
SCHOOL CHILDREN

Mo lei, Zhou Yanchun, Jin Suping

(South China Normal U niversity)

This research probed into the influence of the
schemata of learning materials and the cognitive loads in
the learning course on the transfer of the learning in the
analogical reasoning of pupils. Two experiments were
conducted. In Experiment 1, the influence of the differ
ent models of learning materials on the transfer of the
learning in the analogical reasoning of pupils was studied.
Having learned the materials organized in schemata or in
nonschemata respectively, the two group of subjects were
asked to finish four kinds of items w hich had varying dis
tance of transfer. The results indicated that the achieve
ment in the condition of schemata significantly excelled
that in the condition of nonschemata. In Experiment 2,
the influence of the different cognitive loads during the
learning on the transfer of the learning in the analogical
reasoning of pupils was studied. Having learned the mate
rials in the high load condition or in the low load condition
respectively, the two group of subjects were asked to firr
ish the same four kinds of items. The results indicated
that the achievement in the high load significantly excelled
that in the low load. A ccording to the results of both ex
periments, it could be concluded that for the learning in
the analogical reasoning of pupils, the learning in the corr
ditions of nonschemata and high cognitive loads was ad
vantageous to the far transfer, which supported the active
responding theory.

Key words: analogical reasoning, pupils, transfer,
schemata, cognitive load.
AN INVESTIGATION ON THE GENERAL
(HINESE LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION
SKILL
Yang Lixia, Chen Yongming, Cui Yao
( Institute of Peychology, Chinese Academy of Scien ces)

Two tests, the Multi- Media Language Compre
hension Test (MMLCT) and the Text Reading Compre
hension Test .(TRCT). were used to study the Chinese

language comprehension skill MMLCT included two
written, two auditory and two picture stories that reflect
ed reading (R), listening (L) and viewing picture story
(V) comprehension respectively, and was used to test the
general Chinese language comprehension skill. TRCT in-
cluding four texts of different styles was used to test the
Chinese reading comprehension skill. The resulis show ed
that: 1) MMLCT was significantly correlated with
TRCT. 2) There were two components in the genera
Chinese language comprehension skill, external and inter
nal language components. 3) Reading and listening were
significantly correlated with each other, so the externa
language comprehension was independent of the informa
tion modalities in some degree.

Key words: general language comprehension skill,
Multi— MediaLanguage Comprehension Test, external
language, internal language.

THE ACCESS REPRESENTATION OF POLY-
MORPHEMIC WORDS: DECOMPPOSED OR
WHOLE?

Wang Chunmao

(Instiute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing)

Peng Danling

(Department of Psychology, Beijing Normal Un versity, Beijing)

Generally there were three opinions on the structure
of the access representation. The first was decomposed—
morphological representation, which assumed that there
were only inseparable morpheme units but no isolated
word units. T he second w as w hole— w ord representat ion,
w hich assumed that the units were only words. The third
was a mixed one, w hich assumed t hat both morphemic and
word units existed in the access representation. It was
more flexible. Based on empirical literature and further
consideration, the authors stated tw o factors w hich might
affect the structure of representation: semantic trans
parency and word frequency.

Key words: polymorphemic word, access representa

tion, mental lexicon.
SOME CRITICAL ISSUES IN THE RE-
SEARCH ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHIL-
DREN S EARLY UNDERSTANDING OF THE
MIND



