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THE INHIBITION MECHANISM OF DIFFERENT
SKILL ED L ANGUAGE COM PREHEND ERS

Yang Lixia, Chen Yongming, Cui Yao, Zhou Zhijin
(Institute of Psychology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract

Based on Multi - Media L anguage Comprehenson Test , two groupsof subjects who were high - and low
- skilled Chinese comprehenders were sslected for this investigation. Two experiments were conducted to test
the inhibition mechanism of the two groups of subjectsin procesing Chinese two - character words and two -

clause sentences. An experimenta paradigm combining force - paced Moving Window and probe recognition task
was used. The subjects were required to read the word sequencesor sentencesin which someirrelevant double -

character words or pseudo - words were inserted as distractors. Each group of wordsor sentence wasfollowed by
a probe recognition task. The results showed: Inhibition was influenced by the meaningfulness of the distrac-
tors. The more meaningful distractorswere more difficult to beinhibited. Low - skilled comprehendersinhibited
less efficiently the distracting information during lexica and sentence comprehenson. So, less skilled compre-
henders suffered from aless eficient inhibition mechanism , which we suggest is an important component of lan-
guage comprehendon skill.

Key words language comprehengon skill , inhibition mechanism, distractors, meaningf ul ness.



