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The Category Effect on the Semantic Feature Retrieval of Natural Concepts
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Abgtract The researchesof neuropsychology found thereisa category effect on the organization of semantic memory. The present re-
search investigated the category effect on the ssmantic feature retrieva of natura conceptsfrom the three categoriesof animas, natura
foods, and artifacts by natural concept feature listing tasks. The results showed: (@) There was a category efect on feature retrieva ;
thefeature retrievdsof animas were faster than those of natura foods, and the feature retrievals of natura foods were faster than
those of artifacts; and (b) thefeature retrieva timesof the three categories changed in the same pattern with thefirs feature retrieval
times longer than the second one, and with the retrievd times delaying from the second feature to the tenth feature. The category ef-
fect on the ssmantic feature retrieva of natural concepts might reflect category difference in the representation of semantic memory. It
isusful to gain an indght into the category efect on the ssmantic feature retrieva of natura concepts by anayzing the rdationship a
mong retrieval time, feature types, correated features, and distinguishing features.
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