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Study of Color Naming in Mentally Retarded Children

Lin Zhongxian. Zhang Zenghui. Institute of Psychology, Chinese A ¢ ademy of Sciences B ei—
jing 100101 P.R. China

Abstract This study investigated the development of color naming of mentally retarded
children with different intelligence quotient (IQ)from 8 14 years of age. Eight kinds of color
chips were used as test samples for this study. They were red orange yellow green, blue, purple,
black and white. The results indicated that the development of color naming in these children
with different IQ was somewhat different. The mean percentage of correct color naming of the
mentally retared children with average 1Q 41. 5(1Q from 37 51) was 69. 0; for the mantally
retared children with average I1Q 63. 1(1Q from 55 75)was 88. 1. The level of the ability of the
former was equal to the normal 4 year old presschool children, and the latter was equal to the
normal 5 year old children. However, the 8 colors did not present equal degree of difficulty for
correct color naming, some were easier than the others. The order of colors according to the
percentage of correct color naming scores by mentally retared children was as follows: red,
white, black, yellow, green, blue, purple and orange.
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