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The Influences of Achievement Concealment on the Self-Concept of Adolescents
' with Learning Disabilities
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Abstract With an experimental design, the effect of concealing academic achievement information on the self-concept of adglescents
with learning disabilities was examined in the present study. Specifically, adolescents with learning disabilities and adolescents with
average to high academic achievement (total N = 151) were randomly assigned to different interview contexts in which academic
achievemnent information could or could not be concealed. The results showed that participants with leaming disabilities in the
concealing academic achievement information condition had a higher level of state self-esteem. Their negative self-representation was
also activated when they were under high cognitive Joad. Concealing academic achievement information could cause a short-term
change of self-concept for adolescents with learning disabilities.

Key words adolescents with learning disabilities, self-concept, concealing achievement information



