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Predictive effect of early child temperament on the development of children behavior problem in early school years. GUA N
Hong-yan', DAIYaohua's, ZHANGY uqing*. (1 Departmentof Integrated Early Childhood Development, Capital In-
stitute of Pediatrics, Beijing 100020 China; 2 Chinese Academy of Psychology. Beijing 100000 China)

Abstract: [ Objective] To explore the predictive role of early child temperament on the development of child behav-
ior problems in a longitudinal study. ~[Methods] 139 healthy neonates were chosen as study samples. Child temperament
and home environment were assessed in infancy, toddler preschool and early school years with Carey Child Temperament
Questionnaire and Home Scale. In early school years child behavior problems were also assessed with Achenbach CBCL
scale. [Results] Children behavior problem was significantly related with temperament "rhythm "in infancy, "intensity"
in preschool mother s age 'parent mood " in 8-year children family and "parent participation " in 2year toddler family,
which accounted for totally 56. 6% children behavior problem in early school years(P<0.05); 2) During infancy, Children
behavior problem could be explained by "rhythm "and 'mood", total score in 1-year-old Home Scale and mother age, w hich
accounted for 33% of children behavior problem development (P<0.01); 3)During preschool years, "Intensity » mother
age and "parent participation” in 3-yearold Home Scale were found to predict 34.3% of the children behavior problem de-
velopment in early school years(P<_0.01). Temperament traits in early childhood period corresponding with home envi-
ronment factors (such as "parent participation " and "education material ), mother age and children sex could predict signifi-
cantly the children behavior problem development in early school years. [ Conclusions] Children especially boys, with
elder mother age, negative temperament traits and defective home parenting environment in child health care clinic, should
be taken early intervention.
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Table 3 Multt logistic regression analysis of children behavior
problems in infancy, preschool and early school period separately
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Multi-logistic regression analysis of children behavior

problems in early school years
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Fig. 1 Correlation between children tem perament difficulty
indicator in infancy, preschool and early school period and

children behavior problems in early school years
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