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A REVIEW ON INHIBITION MECHANISM IN LANGUAGE
COMPREHENSION

Zhou Zhijin
(Huazhong University of Sciences and Technology, Wuhan 430074)
Chen Yongming, Yang Lixia

Institute of Psychology, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101

Abstract I nhibition plays an important role in language comprehension. In this article, first, the
concept and the categories of inhibition were briefly introduced. And then three theories of
inhibition were described: the Construction-Integration Model, the Structure Framework Building,
and the Inhibition and Contents of Working Memory. Finadly, three kinds of studies on inhibition
were introduced. They are the inhibition for unrelated or inappropriate information from the
interior of language, the inhibition for unrelated information from the exterior of language, and the
inhibition on the procedure of cross-model language comprehension.

Key words language comprehension, inhibition, activation, interference.



