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By means of the radical priming task and the radical
priming recognition paradigm respectively tow experiments were
made for a further investigation of the processing system of
structurally symmetrical Chinese character recognition at the
radical level. The result of Experiment 1 indicated that the
priming of radicals in structurally symmetrical Chinese
characters was significantly greater than that of radicals in
asymmetrical ones. Experiment 2 observed the reaction time
and error rate to radicals of structurally symmetrical Chinese
characters were significantly lower than those of asymmetrical
ones. These results implied that radicals in structurally
symmetrical Chinese characters had a processing superiority over
those of asymmetrical Chinese characters and there were multi-
level structurally symmetrical effects in the recognition of
Chinese characters.

Key Words: Chinese character, radical , recognition,

symmetry.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INFLUENCING
FACTOR INVENTORY ON TRAIT ANXIETY FOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

Li Yan, Zhang Shitong

( Shenyang Normal College)

Wang Jisheng

( Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Composed of 44 items and 8 factors , the Influencing
Factor Inventory on Trait Anxiety was developed by means of
exploratory analysis and confirmatory analysis with good
reliability and validity. The 8 factors were study pressure, bad
influence of environment, sense of inferiority, maladaptation,
introversion, weak constitution, troubled interpersonal
relationship, bad parental raising style, of which study pressure
was the first cause of trait anxiety.

Key Words: secondary school students, trait anxiety,

influencing factor.

AN INVESTIGATION ON THE MATH
CONCEPTIONS IN PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS
Liu Rude, Chen Hongyan

(Department of Psychology, Beijing Normal University)

The attitude to learning mathematics and the math pupils
conceptions of 190 primary school pupils were investigated
through a set of questionnaires. The results showed: 1) The
primary school pupils liked mathematics and had self-efficacy for

it; however, their attitude to mathematics went down gradually

as they moved to higher grades, and this change in attitude
became evident between the 4th grade and the 6th grade. 2)
Their conception of the nature of mathematics was basically
constructivism-oriented, and was more and more significantly -
higher as they moved to higher grades, but their conception was
totally naive, intuitive, and superficial. 3) Their conception of
the process of learning mathematics was unclear, and they
emphasized both classroom learning and active mental
involvement.

Key Words:

mathematics, conception about the nature of knowledge.

primary students, conception about

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN:
APPROACH

Wang Caikang
(Department of Psychology, South China Normal University)

A NON-MODEL

Experimental design in common textbooks is usually
treated as various models. Such a view can be called the Model
Approach (MA) of experimental design. Based on a review of
the defects of the Model Approach, a new approach which we
named Variable Approach ( VA) to experimental design, was
proposed in this paper. According to this new approach,
variables including independent variables, dependent variables
and extraneous variables should be defined first when a
researcher designs an experiment. And then contents of
experiment design could be determined sequentially in term of
their nature or characters. The advantages of the variable
approach of experiment design were also discussed at the end of
this paper.

Key Words: experimental design, model approach,

variable approach.

MORE ON THE
CONFORMITY
Song Guandong

REALIZATION OF

(Liaoning Business College, Shenyang)

Breaking away from the traditional view that conformity is
“a change in behavior or belief ... as a result of real or
imagined group pressure”, this paper argues that: 1) The
immediate external cause of conformity is the confused situation
and the definite behaviour or belief of others; 2) Conformity
had the initiative and purpose; 3) Conformity is fundamentally
different from compliance and obedience.

Key Words: conformity, confused situation, definite

behaviour or belief, initiative and purpose.



