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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to invegtigate the development of childrenin direct inference and andyze the strategies

children used during reasoning. The participants were 72 children randomly sdected from a kindergarten and an demen-
tary school induding three groups aged 6 , 7 and 8 with hdf boysand hdf girlsin each group. The tests were carried out
individualy. The results showed that : (1) The 6 - and 7-year-olds had preliminarily developed this kind of direct infer-
ence ability , the 8-year-olds had possessed this kind of inference ability. (2) There was no sgnificant difference between

dfirmative premise and negative premise, and the same result was obtained when the semantic reverse between the

premise and problem. (3) The capacity of creating effective strategy increased with ages, and nearly al 8 year-olds can

use the efective strategy of " repeat or explain premise” .

Key words children, direct inference, afirmative premise, negative premise, srategy.



