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The Process of Resolving Chinese Syntactic Ambiguity

Zhou Zhijin
(School of Education, Huazhong Universty of Science and Technology , Wuhan, 430074)
Chen Yongming Chen Hsuan-chih

(Ingtitute of Psychology , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100101)  (Department of psychology , The Chinese Universty of Hong Kong)

Abstract  The experiment was conducted to explore the inhibition processof inappropriate meaningsin Chinese
syntactic ambiguity. Sentence verification tasks were employed in the experiment. The subjects were 48 stu-
dentsin Beijing Univerdty of Science and Technology and Beljing Agriculture Universty. The results showed:
(1) Inhibitory efficiency was afected by the podtion of context. Theinhibitory efect of pre-context was superi-
or to post-context. (2) Theinappropriate meaningsof syntactically ambiguous sentences were inhibited partly as
ISI =300ms, and they could be further inhibited as 1SI = 1000ms.
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