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Abstract

Two experiments were conducted to invegtigate the processes of meaning access and the effect of inhibition of two -
syllable homophonesin Chinese. Cross- mode semantic priming paradigm and lexicd decison task were enmployed in the
experiments. The homophones were presented ater a word which was used as context in Experiment 1 and in sentences
in Experiment 2. The results showed: Firgt, in the - 150ms ISl condition, the homophones inappropriate meanings
which were incondstent with context semantics were inhibited. Second, in the 50ms condition, priming efects were
found for the homophones appropriate meanings which were condgstent with context ssmantics. Third, the processes of
meani ng access of homophones was influenced by meaning frequency.

Key words homophones, resolving lexicd ambiguity , inhibition ,activation.
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