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Homophone Ratio, Homophone Degree,
and the Rule that the Number of Homophone
Syllable Decreases as the Degree of Homophone Increases

Yin Wengang
Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,Beijing 100101

Abstract Tow concepts, homophone ratio (Hr) and homophone degree (Hd), are proposed here
as indexes of quantitative measure of characteristic of homophone. Through calculation, the ratio of
Chinese homophone is obtained which is 80. 49%, the average degree of Chinese homophone is ob-
tained which is 7. 85, while the degree of Chinese homophone is bialy distributed. By studying the de-
gree of Chinese homophone, a rule is revealed that the number of homophone syllable decreases as the
degree of homophone increases. The implication of this rule probably relates a possible regulation of
development of language, “the principle of clearness”.
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