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M emory mpairment in aged patients with typer 2 diabetes
WANGYa-min, HAN Bu-xin, WEIDong-j ie, et al
(Key L aboratory of M ental Health, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract Objective To explorew hether type 2 diabetes (N DDM ) is asciated w ith the mpaiment of memory function
in the elderly. M ethods 30 patientsw ith type 2 diabetes and 30 controls, controlling age (65 85), education level, relative
disease and other factors, which is likely to affect cognitive function, participated the study. Four types of cognitive tasks,
including recognition of meaningless figures, digital symbol substitute, action memory (subject performed task) and mental
arithmetic (digital span), which assessed different levels and agpectsof memory function andw ere found sensitive to aging process
to different extent, were admninistered- Results A fter multivariate adjustment, N DDM patients digplayed no difference on
performances of digital symbol, meaningless figures and mental arithmetic. A ction menory experments show an experimental
disociation, w hich both free recall of well-integrated iten sw ith enactment support and poor-integrated item sw ithout enactment
were affected by N DDM ; while cued recall performances revealed no difference compared with those of control subjects.
Conclusions Cognitive mpaiments in type 2 diabetes patientsw ere asciated w ith nomal aging and mpaired action menory,
w hich characterized the pathological dysfunction gecifically.
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