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THE EYE MOVEMENT RESEARCH ON THE PROCESSES OF ACCESSING
THE CATEGORICAL REFERENTS

Zhang Xingli', Bai Xuejun?, Yan Guoli?
(1 Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101; 2 Research Center of Psychology and Behavior in
Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300074)

Abstract

Using ASL 504 Model eye-—tracker system, the study investigated accessibility of the categorical referents
during discourse comprehension. We conducted a 3 factors design by the conbination of 3 (material condition) x
2 (area of interest) X2 (working memory capacity) . The first pass time, the total pass time and the regression
out times were analyzed. The result revealed that activation and inhibition were involved in the processes of the
accessing the categorical referents. After reading the anaphor, the participants activated the potential referents
immediately, inhibited the nonreferents in the integration later. The participants with higher working memory
capacity inhibited the nonreferents more effectively.

Key Words categorical referents, working memory, activation, inhibition.



