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A Review on the Research in the dimension of Entity Theory versus
Incremental Theory of Implicit Personality Theories

Wang Moyun, Fu Xiaolan
Institute of Psychology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences  Beijing 100101

Abstract: The Research in the dimension of entity theory versus incrementa theory of implicit personality
theories is a new trend in socia cognition. It's found that people's implicit personality theories about human
attributes structure the way they understand and react to human behavior. Different implicit personality theories
cause different social cognitive patterns and different reactions. Research is reviewed showing that entity theorists
believe that attributes are fixed, therefore they tend to understand behavior in terms of these abstract and static
internal traits. In contrast, incremental theorists believe that attributes are more dynamic, therefore they tend to
understand behavior in terms of more specific behavioral or psychological mediators. On the base of the review on

relevant research, the authors give some new viewpoints.

Key words: Implicit Personality Theories, entity theory, incremental theory, mental model.



