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2.2 Discrete Stage Theory
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The Lexical Access Theory In Speech Production

Zhang Qingfang, Yang Y ufang
(Institute of Psychology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract: The study of speech production is a challenging question in language research. The topic of this paper is
to introduce two important theories of lexical access in speech production. There are three main questions to
answer in two-step interactive activation theory and discrete stage theory. First, how many steps or stages are
involved? Second, what is the time course of the processes involved? Third, are these stages independent or
interact with one ancther? According to these three questions, we compare the similarity and the difference
between two theories.
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