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“ Susan
decided to give Fred a hamster. She/Susan told him exactly what to feed it.”
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Almor ILH
Almor
“ It was the bird that ate the apple.” the bird
“ What the bird ate was the apple.” the bird
A bird ate the apple. The bird seemed very satisfied.

A bird ate the apple. The robin seemed very satisfied.
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The Pattern of Reference Distribution in Discourseand It’ s
Psychological M echanism

Li Xiaoging Yang Yufang
(Ingtitute of Psychology, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract: An important aspect in discourse comprehension is the interpretation of different type
of linguistic references. First, this article introduces the principle and pattern of reference
distribution in discourse and it s effect on local discourse coherence; Second, it analyzes the role
of information structure and prosody in reference resolution; Third, it points out the underlying
psychological mechanism of reference distribution; Finally, the contribution of previous
researches on reference and questions remained to be resolved are addressed and several research
methods are spelled out.

Key words: reference, discourse entity, salience, processing cost.



