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An Experimental Research on the Role of Prosodic Features
in Disambiguation

Wang Dan , Zheng Bo, Yang Yufang
(Instiute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100101)

Abstract

In this research Chinese sentences were examined in terms of the roles of prosodic features in

disambiguation and the mechanism of disambiguation. The results show that: @ If speakers are given an

appropriate context, he/she will provide disambiguation information by prosody; @ The disambiguation effects of

prosody vary with different kinds of ambiguous sentences; @ The variations of breaks in front of an ambiguous

syllable and behind it are the main methods of disambiguating structurally ambiguous sentences.

Key words ; prosodic features, disambiguation, mechanism



