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Preschooler’s Under standing of Relationsamong Reality, Belief, Desire and Emotion

Yang Xiaodong, Fang Ge
(Key Laboratory of M ental Health, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Acadeny of Sciences Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract

Preschooler’s understanding of relations anong reality, belief, desire and emotion was investigated Three, 4-and 5-
year-old children were required t ansver the questions concerning reality-belief distinction, belief-based desire inference,

and desire-based enotion inference Results suggested that 4- and 5-year-oldswere able © distinguish reality and belief

correctly.

It was difficult for 3-year-olds o understand the inconsistency between reality and belief Both misreport of the

reality and misreport of the belief were preschooler’s obvious errors in reality-belief distinction task, but not only " realisn
errors'. Most 4 and 5-year-olds were able 1o infer character’s desire based on belief cues However, some 3-year-olds

could not correctly infer character's desire even if they had correctly reported character’s belief. Preschooler’s enotion un-
derstanding performance was influenced by their cognition development of belief and desire

Key words theory of mind, reality, belief, desire, enotion



