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The Semantic Processing of Chinese Ambiguous Words in Word- context
ZHOU Zhi-jin', CHEN Yong-ming?
(1. School of Education, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, 430074;
2. Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: Two experiments were conducted to explore the processing of Chinese homographs and homophones in word -
context. Subjects were 128 students (Expl and 2) in Beijing University of Science and Technology, and Beijing Agriculture
University, China. They were asked to verify whether the probe is a word or not. The probes were present at stimulus onset
asynchronism (SOA) 250ms and 500ms (Expl), or were presented at interstimulus interval (ISI) - 150ms and 50ms (Exp2)
respectively. The results showed: (1) The activation of homographs’  subordinate meanings which were consist with context
semantics can be improved by word- context. (2) In the - 150ms ISI condition, the homophones’ inappropriate meanings which
were inconsistent with context semantics were inhibited. But, in the 50ms condition, priming effects were found in homophones’
appropriate meanings which were consistent with context semantics.  (3) The processes of homographs and homophones were
influenced by meaning frequency.
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