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Myopia and Genetics
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Abstract : The physologica manifestation of myopiais error of refraction. The incidence of myopiain Asan popuation
isincreasng much more rapidy compared with severa decades ago. Most of the people in the relatively developed
Chinese cities are developing or have developed myopia. Recently, researches reported sx loci related to myopia.
Viewing from the modern civilization and development of China, the sharp increase of the sze of the popuation with
myopia and the unbalanced change could not be explained only by gene mutation or any model of Mendelian inherit-
ance. The comparison of the disparity of the economic and educational levels between in urban and rural areas showed
that the onset of myopia might be irfluenced by both environmental and genetic factors. Specia attention should be
paid to myopia now to prevent severe physca problem in the Chinese urban popuation.
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