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The Influence of the Term of Imprisonment on Prisoners’ Personality
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Key Lab of Mental Health, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China
[Abstract] Objective: To study the influence of the term of imprisonment on prisoners’ personality, and the elements
correlated. Methods: The Chinese Offender Personality Assessment were applied to 1331 prisoners in group tests. Individ-
ual interview was also given to 30 criminals and 15 policemen in the prison. Results: With the increasing years of impnis-
onment, prisoners becaine more introversive, unsociable, quiet and wordless; more stable in emotion; uneasy to get excited:
aggression, trustfulness, and wish for revenge first raised after 3 or 4 years in the prison, and then descended remarkably;
feeling of sympathy, impulsiveness, self—confidence and feeling of anxiety tended to descend; the mental abnormality be-
come a little more serious with 3 or 4 years imprisonment, and then obviously ease; while the criminal thinking style raises

remarkably in the beginning of the imprisonment, then drops back to the original level step by step. Conclusion: The pris-

oner correctional tactics and measures should base on the regular pattern of the change of prisoners’ personality.
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