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Cognitive Flexibility of Reading- disabled Children: Development and Characteristics
YAN Rong, YU Guo- liang
Key Laboratory of Mental Health, Institute of Psychology, School of Graduate Studies,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China

Abstract  Objective: To provide empirical evidences for clinical intervention of reading disabilities by investigating
and comparing developmental characteristics of cognitive flexibility between the RD and Non-RD children. Methods:
Using domain- general multiple classification test, phrase- making task and reading comprehension test as experimental
materials. Results:  Significant correlations exist among cognitive flexibility, literacy and reading comprehension;
Cognitive flexibility level of RD children was significantly lower than that of non- RD group; ~ Compared with non- RD
children, RD children were found to have different developmental tendency with increasing grades. Conclusion: Mutual
enhancing effects exist between reading skills and cognitive flexibility instead of cause-and- effect relations; therefore,
reading- specific cognitive flexibility training combined with language knowledge and skills would make better effects on
the RD intervention.
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