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Social Support and Interpersonal Relationships in School of Children Left in Rural Areas

GAO Wen-Bin, WANG Yi, WANG Wen-Zhong, et al.
Key Laboratory of Mental Health, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101

[ Abstract] Objective; To explore the characteristics of social supports and personal relationships of children left
in rural areas by their parents working out of town. Methods: Investigate the characteristics of social supports and
peer relationships in 667 students from elementary schools or high schools in local villages and towns of Chongging and
Guizhou. Results: The social supports level of children left in rural areas were significantly lower than common chil-
dren in total score (35.4 £6.7/36.516.6, F [1, 622] =3.87, P<0.05) and subjective social support scores
(20.8 +3.6/21.4 3.6, F [1, 622] =5.38, P<0.05) . At the same time, their inharmonious relation with
teachers (7.1+2.2/6.6+2.4, F {1, 622] =6.30, P <0.05} and violent behavior at school (4.0 +1.7/3.8
+1.5, F[1, 622] =2.83, P=0.09) were significantly different. The main effect of contact frequency between
parents and children when the parents go out to work was highly significant in all the dimensions of social supports and
three dimensions of personal relationships including inharmonious relation with peers, with teachers and violent behav-
ior at school. The higher the contact frequency with the children left in rural areas was, the better social supports and
personal relationships in school were. Conclusion: The social supports and personal relationships in school of children
left in rural areas are influenced by the departure of their parents. For the children left in rural areas, the close contact
from parents could enhance the childrens social support and personal relationships in school.
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