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Abstract Objective: To analyze mental status of the oldest-old in China and its related factorsM ethod: A
large data set derived fran Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey in 2002 was analyzed, which including 11,
175 oldest-old (aged 80 and above) and 4, 845 young-old (aged 65 o 79) . Results The average rating scores of
life satifaction and mental characteristics in Chinese oldest-old were well above the neutral level (65.9% - 98.9%,
with median of 93.1%) . The life satisfaction slightly increased with age, while the scores of mental characteristics
decreased with age gpparently. Both life satifaction and mental characteristicswere better for elderly with well-educat-
ed, residence in city, main financial source fram pension, and living in elderly mon (F =34.19 190.88, P <
0.001) .Mental characteristicswee better for male elderly as compared with female elderly (3.75 +0.58/3.59 +
0.59, F=151.04, P <0.001), andwere better for elderly livingwith spouse as compared with living alone (3. 81
+0.57/3.62 £0.59, F=139.66, P <0.001) . In addition, with gpouse as compared with living alone (3.81 *
0.57/3.62£0.59, F=139.66, P <0.001) . In addition, life satisfaction was best for elderly with social supports
from social workers as compared with fram other sources (3.82 3.91, F=46.99 71.49, P <0.001), andmen-
tal characteristicswere best for elderly with social supports fram family members as compared with from other sources
(3.82 3.85, F=29.31 42.55 P <0.001) .Conclusion: Themental statusof mostoldest-old in Chinawas rel-
atively high, and its related major factorswere damogrephic variables and cial supports
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