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The Effect of Peer Relationship on Self- esteem of Middle School Students
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Abstract  Objective: This research was to test the effect of peer relationship on self- esteem of middle school students.
Methods: 5875 middle school students from Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shantou and Kunming were tested, and the
method of Structural Equation Modeling was adopted to investigate the effect and the degree of it. Results: The indices of
the Structural Equation Model were very good. SEM revealed CMIN/DF=7.694, RMSEA=0.048, and that indexes of GFlI,
AGFI, NFI, IFI, TLI, CFI were all above 0.90. Friendly relation enhanced the development of self- esteem with a path co-
efficient of 0.52, while conflict exerted opposite effect and the path coefficient was 0.37. Conclusion: Good peer relation-
ship is beneficial to self- esteem development, while bad relationship was harmful.
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