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Prosodic features of rhetorical structural boundaries in mandarin Chinese text
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Abstract: This paper investigates the prosodic reflection of rhetorical structures in Chinese texts. A corpus of
twenty oral texts that had been read aloud was annotated based on the rhetorical structure theory (RST) and was
then acoustically analyzed. The prosodic features included pause duration, pitch reset and pre-boundary
lengthening. The results show that both pause duration and top line reset are reliable indicators of the rhetorical
structure of texts. Their values increase as the position of the segment climbs up the rhetorical hierarchy, with
some limitations. Bottom line reset and pre-boundary lengthening are found to not be valid indicators of the

rhetorical structure of texts.
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