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Psychological Typhoon Eye in 2008
Wenchuan Earthquake of May 12
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Abstract To analyze whether there is a so—called "Psychological
Typhoon Eye" effect in 2008 Wenchuan Earthquake of May 12, a
survey was carried out one month or so after the Earthquake.
Residents in non—devastated area (N=542), slightly devastated area,
moderately devastated area and extremely devastated area (N=1720)
were asked to estimate the time and money needed for the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of devastated areas. The ANOVA
analysis shows that the main effect of devastation degree on
estimated time and money is significant. The estimated time and
money for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of devastated areas
are greater by those in non —devastated area than by those in
devastated area. A "Psychological Typhoon Eye" effect is in

evidence, as contrary to common sense and ripple effect, where
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residents in non —devastated area tend to worry more than their
counterparts in devastated area.
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Fig. 1 Estimated time for the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of devastated areas by residents in
non-devastated areas and devastated areas

(M=8.26) M =6.69,M =5.65M =722)
(P<0.001),
« ” 2 ) ’
(F=11.18,P<0.001),
(Contrast Test:3,-1,-1,-1)
(M =95526.13)
(M =67854.37 M =63497.78 M =77361.05)
(P<0.001) .
12.00
10.00 9.55
IR
g 8.00 a8 ot
& 6.35
& 600
2
= 400
&=
2.00
8 i
FEE SEKEK PHERX W KK
SRR

2 ERBERAEABREERNREERGYEE
REEE KT EENET
Fig. 2 Estimated amount of money for the reconstruction
and rehabilitation of devastated areas by residents in
non-devastated areas and devastated areas
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