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(‘State Key Laboratory of Cognitive Neurosciences and Learning, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)
(Key laboratory of Mental Health, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Social cognitive neuroscience is an interdisciplinary subject using cognitive neuroscience technology to
research social cognitive phenomena, and it has become a hotspot in the fields of cognitive neuroscience and
psychophysiology. This article reviewed studies on the brain mechanism concerning some relative aspects in recent
years as follows: The universality and particularity of the expression and identification of the basic emotions like
fear, disgust, angry, surprise, happiness and sadness, which the clinical research and brain imaging studies had
revealed. The diagnostic relevance of autism and the “male brain”, and the therapeutic effects of Pazoc in child
depression. The research on self-concept is focusing on the location of the self-concept in the brain, the self-image
of the primates, and the variance of the self-concept in patients with mental illness. The studies on economic
decision-making attracted many cognitive neuroscientists in the field, which consists of strong reciprocity, risk
decision-making, intertemporal choice and brand preference. The research of brain mechanism of morality is mainly
on the neural basis of moral judgment and donation behavior. The end of the article was a vista of the development
of social cognitive neuroscience in China.

Key words: social cognitive neuroscience, emotion regulation, emotional disorder, self-awareness, economic
decision-making, ethics.
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