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Influence of Emotional Categorization on Liking Rating

LIU Hong-yan, HU Zhi—guo, PENG Dan-ling
State Key Laboratory of Cognitive Neuroscience and Learning, Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875, China
[Abstract] Objective: To investicate the influence of emotional categorization of neutrally valenced stimuli on
subsequent liking rating. Methods: Tibetan characters, which were strange and new to the subjects, were adopted as
stimuli. 26 college students were measured. During the emotional categorization phase, the subjects were asked to perform
a force—choice task, i.e., to judge whether the randomly presented stimuli were “POSITIVE” or “NEGATIVE”. In the
following liking rating phase, the subjects were asked to make a rating judgment based on a 9-point scale to presented
stimuli, which were either old stimuli ever occurred in the first phase or newly introduced in the second phase. Results:
The stimuli classified as “POSITIVE” were rated higher in the scores of the degree of liking than those of the new stimuli,
and the stimuli classified as “NEGATIVE” were rated lower than those of the new ones. Conclusion: The emotional
categorization on neutral new stimuli plays an important role on the subsequent liking rating, indicating a great influence
of the “first impression” on decision making.
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