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AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY ON CHILDREN’S
ABILITY TO GENERALIZE TERMS IN
SENTENCE GROUPS

Feng Shen-jin, Song Jun, Tong Le-quan
(]”mz‘i'tun of Psychology, Academia Sinica)

The purpose of this study was to explore the prdblem of the
development of children’s ability to generalize terms. Nine groups of
sentences were used as test materials, in which consisted of one, two or three
terms (“factors”). Subjecfs were required to generalize them. The subjects
were pupils from 9 to 12 jrears old, and those of 8.5 years old. Each age group
consisted of thirty children with a totality of one hundred and fifty pupils
in all. | |

The results indicate: The development of children’s ability to generali.ze
terms is not' completely identical with the increase of age, It is different in
speed and grade, Between the age group of §.6—9 and the age group of 11—12,
the dif ferences are significant. But in other age groups, the devel?pment of

the ability is slow. There is difference in the extent of generalization
between each group. |
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