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THE GLOBAL PRECEDENCE IN VISUAL INFORMATION EXTRACTION

Luo Chunrong, Ji Guiping, Fang Lujiang
(Institute of Psychology, Acodemio Sinica)

Abstract

This experiment is performed to investigate the RT difference in
recognition between the global-directed attention and local-directed
attention, with compound Chinese characters made up of many smaller
ones as material, Visual angle of the stimulus is varied systematically to
see if the relative size of global pattern and local elements contribute
to the occurrence of the RT difference between the two attention
conditions. The results show that in normal situation, the response to
global pattern is significantly faster than that to local elements, and the
influence of different visual angles on the RT difference is not
significant, This suggests that the process of visual information
extraction begins with the global processing. In other words, global
precedence exists, and it is the global precedence, not the relative size,
which causes the significant RT difference between the global-directed

attention and local-directed attention,



