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AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY ON SENTENCE COMPREHENSION

Chen Yongming Peng Ruixiang
Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences

. Abstract

‘This paper presents a study on the verification process of Chinese
sentences under three different conditions, conclusions are as follows:
(1)The sentence-picture verification and the sentence-common-sense ver—
ificaiton have the same time pattern as TA<FA<FN<TN. More time is
needed for verifying negative sentences than for doing affirmative sentences
“The result is consistent with that in experiments with English materiél;’
(2)In the sentence-picture verification,there exists no obvious difference
no matter whether the pictures are abstract(the relation of their place is
irrelative to human common-sense) or concrete (the relation of their place
-is relative to human common-sense), It indicates that the human common-
sense about pictures may not have obvious 'effect it. the fast sentence-
picture verification; (8) The place of negation counstituent in sentences

;has obvious effect on the time of sentence comprehension,



