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SYNTACTIC PROCESSES IN CHINESE
READING; SOME PRELIMINARY STUD-
IES ‘

Hsuan —chih Chen, Wai Wah Hung
(Department of Psychology; The Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong)

Syntactic processes in reading Chinese texts
were investigated in two esperinemts in which
the subjects read short stories for comprehen-
sion. By means of a mouse-controlled sequen-
tial display technique,the reading time of each
individual character was measured as an on-
line indicator of the comprehension processes,
The basic manipulation in Experiment I was to
change a critical word in a story,so that vari-
ous combinations of lexical,syntactic,and se-
mantic information were violated. Various
types of linguistic information associated with
the critical word were distinctively processed
on-line during reading for comprehension.-In
Experiment 2,the possible influences of struc-
tural and contextual factors in pronoun assign-
ment were examined. A target pronoun was
preferentially assigned to the first possible an-
tecedent, regardless of the comtestual con-
straints provided. The results are discussed in
terms of syntactic processing at and above lex-
ical level during the comprehension of Chinese
texts.

Key words: reading processes, reading Chi-
nese,syntactic analysis.

COMMENTS ON R. J. STERNBERG’SCOM-
PONENTIAL THEORY OF INTEL-
LIGENCE

Li Qiwei,Jin Yu

(Departmant of Psychology.East China Nor-
mal University) )

The component is the basic unit which R. J.
Sternberg put forward for the analysis of in-
telligent operations. The componential analy-
sis describes the mental mechanisms responsi-
ble for intelligent behavior. The componential
theory of intelligence is a part of R. J.

Sternberg’ s triarchic theory of human intel-
ligence, as it alone cannot account for intel-
ligence. The paper not only introduces fea-
tures, categories and interactions of compo-
nents,but also shows individual and aging dif-
ferences in the functions of different compo-
nents. In short,the componential theory' is a
valuable exploration in the working principles
of the black box of the brain in a software
sense. However,it is limited because of the dif-
ficulty of falsification.

Key words: intelligence, triarchic theory
of intelligence, components of intelligence,
mental mechanism,falsification.

ON THE COGNITIVE CORRESPONDENCE
BETWEEN CHINESE CHARACTER COM-
PONENTS AND ENGLISH LETTERS

Han Buxin,Lin Zhongxian

(Institute of Psychology,Academia Sinica)
The cognitive correspondence between Chi-
nese character components and English letters
is discussed as follows:First, they share 6 or-
thographical similarities; Second , they have
similar effect in the cognitive process of lan-
guage information; Third, they have similar
position in the development of the written lan-
guage systen;Forth,Chinece character strokes
do not correspond with English letters. Fur-
ther more there are still some different aspects
between components and letters.

Key words ; component, letter ,cognitive corre-
spondece.

THE NATURE OF RISK--AN ASSOCIA-
TION TEST

Xie Xiaofei

(Psychology Department,Beijing University)
Xu Lianchang

(Institute of Psychology, Academia Sinica)

In order to probe into the nature of risk in the
mind of people, we work out an association
test. With the word "risk” as the stimulating
word ,the subjects go through three free asso-
ciations. Many response wouds as well as some
valuable results are also obtained.

Key words :risk,association test.



