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Impairment of figure and Chinese character discrimination in patients with Parkinson disease 7Tang
Cimei”, Liu Ying, Zhang Xiaoying. * Institute of Psycholgy, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing
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[ Abstractl Objective Are there any difficulty to discriminate the figures and Chinese characters in
patients with PD? Methods 40 patients with PD and 40 age, gender and educatior matched controls were
investigated. The stimuli were presented by tachistoscope. Results The results of PD group was signift
cantly worse than control group both on figure and Chinese character discrimination, and was much more
worse on figure discrimination. The results of figure discrimination w ere related to age in PD group, while
it was related to educational level in control group. No correlation between both figure and Chinese charae-
ter discrimination and stage of disease or clinical course of disease was observed, it suggests that the brain
mechanism of motor dysfunction and visual cognitive impairment may be different. Conclusions The per
formance of PD patients w as considerably impaired both on figure and Chinese character discrimination, and
was much more worse on figure discrimination.
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